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“For the first time in years, 
I think my students actually 
understood variance in the 
offspring with being able 
to see how the leaf size 
changed over time.”Big Ideas

1. Basic Needs of Organisms
2. Life Cycle—Birth and Death 
3. Organisms and Their Environment
4. Classification of Organisms
5. Inter-specific Differences
6. Interactions Between Species
7. Intra-specific Differences
8. Adaptation/Evolution
9. Heritability of Traits
10. Reproduction
11. Descent with Modification Visit us: concord.org/evolution-readiness

We created an assessment of student content knowledge 
and administered it to a baseline cohort of fourth grade 
students who did not use our activities. In the second and 
third years we administered the same assessment to fourth 
graders in the same schools and taught largely by the same 
teachers, using the Evolution Readiness materials. Students 
who used our curriculum achieved significantly higher 
scores than those in the baseline group. 

Fourth-grade students learned Darwin’s  
model of natural selection using computer-
based models depicting interacting organisms 
and their environments. Curricular activities 
include hands-on labs, multimedia materials 
and formative assessments.
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